Integrating primary care and methadone maintenance treatment: implementation issues.
Linking primary medical care with methadone maintenance treatment brings critical services to drug users, many with HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and other illnesses. However, a variety of important philosophical, ethical, and systems issues may impede the process of implementing a "linked" service delivery model. Conflicting paradigms, such as the traditional "doctor-patient" relationship with its emphasis on continuity of care and the substance abuse treatment model of limit-setting and behavioral consequences, create tension in the treatment system. This article describes these tensions and uses clinical vignettes to demonstrate how to address these implementation issues. In conclusion, solutions are proposed for successfully integrating services for medically ill substance abusers.